New Tornado Sirens in Kingman County
Kingman County has received grant money to install four new Outdoor Warning Devices more commonly known as Tornado Sirens.  The Cities of Penalosa and Spivey both applied for and were awarded grants that will pay 75% of the cost of the new sirens.  Penalosa has not had a siren in the past and Spivey’s siren was worn and had seen better days.  The cities will have to pay the 25% of the remaining cost with local funds.
Two other Sirens were awarded to place at Kingman State Lake and on the Kingman County side of the Cheney State Park.  An additional Siren will be added on the Reno County side of this park.  The Kansas Department of Emergency Management will pay the local 25% share of these sirens with FEMA paying the other 75% share as in the case of the other sirens.  These sirens will greatly reduce the amount of time it takes to warn park patrons of approaching severe storms.  In the past employees would drive around the parks and use public address systems on the parks vehicles to warn the patrons.  This could take 45-60 minutes in some cases.  Since there are no storm shelters at the parks time is crucial in warning the patrons so they can evacuate to a place of safety if necessary.  The sirens will allow most patrons to be warned instantly and at the same time.
The City of Zenda has also purchased a used siren and has it up and functioning.  These sirens should greatly increase the siren warning capacity of Kingman County 
